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Deacon Tim Moore 

13 January 2019 

Baptism of the Lord Homily 

 

In our baptism, as in Jesus' baptism, God confers the gift of his blessing.  

Today, we celebrate on the last day of the Christmas season the “Baptism of the Lord” - In 

which, the whole season of Christmas wraps together  

‘FROM’ the preparation for the Messiah’s coming… 

to the story of Jesus’ birth in an uncommon way. 

The shepherds and wise men arrived with gifts each representing  

different symbols for us to discover. 

Then to the final stage of acceptance of God’s gift of LOVE and  

Jesus accepting his role as Priest, Prophet and Servant King.   

The heavens opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form,  

like a dove.  For us - Jesus' Baptism is OUR gift and we must be aware  

of its importance - Accepting the Gift and LIVING as if we were Children of God.   

God spoke: “You are my beloved son; with you I am well pleased. 

 

Our Baptism closely connected  

with the death and resurrection of Christ;  

an individual becomes so united with Christ  

symbolized by the ‘drawing’ of water 

that he dies to sin and rises with ‘A’ new life. 

 

WE too are God’s beloved family; 

it is our role and responsibility to live and ‘ACT’ as God desires 

so that HE will be well pleased. 

Today's celebration…of the baptism…of Jesus  

is associated with seeing God, others, and ourselves in a ‘NEW’ way.  

We will "no longer know Him by" our old standards.  

We will see God NOT as a force ‘OR’ a thing ‘OR’ even as only ‘A’ person;  

we will see Him as our own Father…Who loves us beyond our imagining.  

This will transform the way we see ourselves. 

We will truly believe we are chosen, beloved, royal, priestly, and holy. 

‘THEN’ we will see other people as God sees them. 

We will love our neighbors as ourselves.  

We will…"esteem the person” of every human being.  

 

On this last day of the Christmas season, 

renew your baptismal promises, 

OPEN your eyes, and receive the Spirit. 

When Jesus submitted to John’s baptism,… 

it was NOT because ‘HE’ needed to repent,…he was sinless! 

He was uniting himself to OUR need for repentance,  

thus starting his ministry of delivering us from evil. 
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He would eventually take our sins to the cross. 

 

In our Christian baptism, we are immersed into the holiness of Jesus 

as well as his ministry, his priesthood, his prophetic sharing of the Good News, his servant 

leadership, and 

‘YES’, his suffering for the benefit of the salvation of others. 

 

‘This is our Faith’ and we are proud to profess it and 

ARE ‘CALLED’ to live it out in our daily lives. 

 

The Holy Spirit empowers us to do as Jesus did, and the Father says, 

“You are my beloved child; with whom I am well pleased. 

 

On the last day of Christmas, 

OUR true Love, Jesus, gives to us... 

a deeper life in the Spirit. 

Who prompts us to cry out in our hearts "Abba" "Father". 

 

God the Father revealed Jesus to us in a ‘NEW’ way and  

gave us an even deeper life in the Spirit.    

We are caught in the crossfire of ‘THE’ Trinity's love.  

The Father spoke;…Jesus saved;…the Spirit descended. 

 

Are you ready to "grasp fully, with ‘ALL’ the holy ones,  

the breadth and length and height and depth of Christ's love, and  

experience this ‘LOVE’ which surpasses all knowledge,…  

so that you may attain to the fullness of God Himself"?  

 

“Are you ready to be loved as the Father loves Jesus?” 

On this last day of Christmas, ‘WILL’ ‘YOU’ let the love of God be poured out  

in your heart through the Holy Spirit?   

"God is Love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him". Christmas is all about 

God's love. 

Make this ‘THE’ day, ‘THE’ year, and ‘THE’ life of love.  


